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TEE SEVEU WORDS THE CROSS 
THE FIFTH WORD 
"I Thirst" 
It is probable that the last three words from the Cross were spoken in 
rapid succession. The warm afternoon was wearing on. The scene had become 
more quiet. The crowd had been awed into silence by the mysterious ~oonday 
darkness and the strange words of the NAn on the Cross in the center. The 
Roman soldiers looked on with indifference. glad that the whole mean business 
\N y\61 
· 1 soon be over. 
SUddenly our Lord raises .His head again and we hear the first and last 
reflection of His physical suffering. "I Thirst!" The fourth word from the 
Cross had been the echo of the deep suffering of His soul. The fifth word is 
a cry from the suffering of His body. 
Once before He had spoken these words: "I thirst!" He had said them long 
ago to a woman at a well at Samaria. He had told her of the Living Waters which 
would never fail. Now He was bringing them to the world. By the thirst of His 
body He was quenching the thirst of human souls. 
'CUUJtiDS ~e human race should not be very proud of its response to His cry. 
Someone took a sponge, wet it with vinegar, and held it to His lips. Perhaps 
it was better than nothingl At any rate, it was the world's last offering to 
its dying Saviour. HUmanity carelessly brushing the lips of its God with vine-
gar! 
It is tremendously important for us to see the full meaning of His cry. 
It reflects His complete and full humanity, "/6r we have not an High Priest which 
can not be touched with the feeling of our infirmities." He knowa them all. He 
knows every touch of pain, every pang of hunger, every longing for water. It 
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